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§ 183-1 FAIRVIEW CODE 

ARTICLE I 
Sewer Capping and Extensions 

[Adopted 1-7-1974 by Ord. No. 1-1974] 

§ 183-1. General requirements. 

§ 183-2 

No sewer extension from existing Authority sewers shall be installed, no sewerage systems 
and/or treatment facilities shall be constructed or such other work done without approval first 
having been obtained from the Authority. 

A. All applications for sewage services must be accompanied by plans, specifications and a 
report describing the system in detail. The plans must be stamped with the seal of 
registered professional engineer and must be in quadruplicate. 

B. The plans must be approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection, and by all other agencies as required. 

C. The foregoing does not necessarily apply to applications for service from properties 
abutting the sewer, sketch plans being adequate to applications for such service. 

D. The plans shall be prepared on sheets 24 inches by 36 inches in size, with a one-inch 
border on the left-hand side, and a one-half-inch border on all other sides. A three-inch 
by five-inch title block shall be located in the right-hand comer. 

E. All such facilities shall be conveyed at no cost to the Authority, unless the applicant has 
the franchise right to provide sewerage service and proposes to operate such facilities in 
accordance with the requirements of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. 

§ 183-2. Responsibility for cost. 

The entire cost of all work shall be borne by the applicant, except if approved for the 
difference in the cost of facilities required for the proposed use and the cost of more adequate 
facilities that will pennit additional service for other areas. The cost of such work shall 
include the following: 

A. The cost of all sewer lines, of the size required for the project, none to be less than eight 
inches in size, of all manholes, and other sewer appurtenances. 

B. The cost of connections to existing sewers. 

C. The payment of a minimum of 10% of the total construction costs to defray all legal, 
engineering and overhead costs, if the project is to be designed and constructed by the 
Authority. All costs in excess of 10% must be borne by the developer. If the project is 
designed and constructed by the applicant, the applicant must pay the Authority's costs 
involved in connection with the project. 

D. The cost of a resident engineer furnished by the Authority to supervise construction of 
the project or projects, such costs to be the per diem rate currently in effect plus mileage 
costs and expenses. 
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§ 183-3 SEWERS § 183-6 

§ 183-3. Payment of cost. 

The applicant shall deposit with the Authority, prior to the execution of any work by the 
Authority, a sum of money sufficient to pay all estimated cost of work to be done thereby. 
The applicant shall deposit with the Authority, in advance, the estimated cost of each month's 
work, the amount to be adjusted at the end of the month, in connection with resident 
engineering services. 

§ 183-4. Agreement between developer and Authority. 

The developer shall enter into an agreement with the Authority, prior to the execution of any 
work, the agreement to contain such pertinent conditions as the following: 

A. The cost of all work to be borne by the developer, except as otherwise indicated. 

B. The materials and workmanship to be in accordance with the requirements of the 
Authority. 

C. The highways, streets, alleys and lanes in which sewer extensions are to be located must 
be dedicated to public use, the lines and grades thereof established and the rough grading 
completed. 

D. The ownership title to all installations to be conveyed to and vested in the Authority, 
except as otherwise indicated. 

E. The Authority to have the right to make further extensions beyond or laterally from the 
main extensions, such extensions not to be considered as connections subject to any 
refund, and to enlarge or improve sewage treatment facilities. 

F. The payment of refunds to the developer for additional new customers to be subject to 
such conditions as set forth herein, or as agreed upon, and to limiting number of years. 
No refunds are to be made unless from monies received from other consumers for the 
privilege of obtaining service from the extension. 

G. Such other related work. 

§ 183-5. Compliance with design and construction standards. 

All work shall be in accordance with the Minimum Standards for Design and Construction 
and other requirements of the Authority. 

§ 183-6. General plans. 

A. The developer shall submit a general plan on a scale not smaller than 300 feet to one 
inch, and, preferably, not larger than JOO feet to one inch. covering the entire area of the 
Authority sewer district (in the case of a new sewer system) and of any extension or 
modification of any sewer system, unless such a general plan of the entire area has 
already been submitted. 
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§ 183-6 FAIRVIEW CODE § 183-9 

B. These plans must show the boundary line of the Authority sewer district to be provided 
sewers; all existing and proposed streets, watercourses and other salient topographic 
features; contour lines for intervals of not less than five nor more than IO feet; and the 
surface elevations at street intersections and at points where changes of slope occur. The 
plans must show clearly the locations of all existing sanitary and combined sewers, but 
need not show the locations of drains used exclusively for surface or subsoil water. 

C. If it is proposed to provide sewers for only a part of the natural or artificial drainage 
areas, there must be indicated upon the plans how it is proposed, in general, to provide 
sewerage for each of the drainage areas in which it is not at the time planned to provide 
sewers. In the case of sewer extensions, the plans need show only the section wherein 
sewers are to be extended. 

D. In all cases the plans must clearly show the size of the sewer, the character of the sewer 
material, the slope, the elevation of the invert at all points of change of slope, the 
direction of flow, the location of all manholes, flushing manholes, inverted siphons, 
pumping stations, the elevations of all stream beds, the direction of stream flow, the high 
and low water elevations of all water surfaces, and such other data. 

§ 183-7. Detailed plans. 

The developer shall submit detailed plans accompanying the general plans. 

A. The profiles shall be prepared with the horizontal scale at least as large as the scale of 
the corresponding plans, and the vertical scale not smaller than l O feet to one inch, the 
scales to be indicated on the plans. The profiles shall indicate all the applicable details as 
set forth relative to the general plans. 

B. The detailed plans shall include plans of all sewers and regular and special sewer 
appurtenances, pumping stations, structures of all types and such other features. 

§ 183-8. Engineer's report. 

The application shall be accompanied by an engineer's report giving a full description of the 
proposed system and setting forth the basis of design. The report must include a statement and 
description of the extent of area which it is proposed to include within the system at the 
present time, and in the future; the estimated present and future population to be served; the 
estimated per capita rates or volume of sewage to be provided for; the general character of the 
sewage and the proportion and nature of any industrial wastes; and such other data and 
information. 

§ 183-9. Report on industrial wastes. 

All applications for service, regardless of location of the premises, where industrial wastes are 
involved must be accompanied by a detailed report setting forth the quantities and character of 
the wastes, the proposed rates of discharge and such other facts as required. 

183:4 05.15.2008 



§ 183-10 SEWERS § 183-12 

§ 183-10. Violations and penalties. 1 

Any person or persons, firms or corporations, which violates the prov1s10ns of the article 
shall, upon conviction in a summary proceeding brought before a Magisterial District Judge 
under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, be guilty of a summary offense and 
shall be punishable. in addition to the fees set forth in this article, by a fine of not less than 
$200 nor more than $1,000, plus costs of prosecution. In default of payment thereof, the 
defendant may be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days. Each day or 
portion thereof that such violation continues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a 
separate offense, and each section of this article that is violated shall also constitute a separate 
offense. 

§ 183-11. Purpose. 

This article has been deemed necessary for the health, safety and general welfare of the 
public. 

§ 183-12. Definitions. 

ARTICLE II 
Sewer Connections 

[Adopted 12-23-1976 by Ord. No. 5-1976] 

As used herein, the following terms shall have the meanings stated: 

AUTHORITY - The Mountain Top Area Joint Sanitary Authority. 

OCCUPIED BUILDING - Each structure designed for continuous or periodic human 
occupancy from which sanitary sewage is or may be discharged, and includes. without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, dwellings, flats, apartments, stores, shops, offices and 
business or industrial establishments. 

PERSON - Any individual, firm, company, association, society, partnership or corporation. 

PROPERTY ACCESSIBLE TO A SANJT ARY SEWER - Property which is benefited, 
improved or accommodated by a sanitary sewer. 

SANTT ARY SEW AGE - The normal, water-carried household and toilet wastes resulting 
from human occupancy. 

SANITARY SEWER - Facilities (including any part of, but not necessarily the entirety of a 
system of, such facilities) owned and operated by the Authority for the collection of sanitary 
sewage within this Township. 

J. Editor's Nute: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. I, General Provisions, Art. I). 
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§ 183-13 FAIRVIEW CODE § 183-17 

§ 183-13. Mandatory sewer connection. 

Within 60 days of the completion of the Authority facilities, the Authority shall cause notice 
of that fact to be published once in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township, such 
notice to state that owners of property accessible to a sanitary sewer, upon which is located an 
occupied building, are required, pursuant to this article, to make connection therewith for the 
purpose of the disposal of sanitary sewage. A copy of such notice, together with a copy of this 
article and any other ordinance and the rules and regulations of the Authority then in effect 
imposing sewer connection fees and sewer rents shall be served, either by personal service or 
by registered mail, upon each person known to the Authority to own property accessible to 
such sewer. 

§ 183-14. Connections at expense of owners. 

A. Any person owning property accessible to a sanitary sewer on which there is an occupied 
building shall, at his own expense, install sanitary facilities in such building and connect 
the same to such sanitary sewer within 60 days after publication of the notice of 
completion of the sewer specified in§ 183-13. 

B. Any person owning property accessible to a sanitary sewer on which an occupied 
building is hereafter erected shall, at the time of erection and at his expense, install 
sanitary facilities in such building and connect the same to the sanitary sewer. 

C. Persons owning properties not accessible to a sanitary sewer who are nevertheless able to 
arrange for connections thereto through intermediate properties shall be permitted to 
make such connection. 

§ 183-15. Construction and use of private device for sanitary sewage disposal prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or use on such property any privy, cesspool, 
septic tank or other device for the disposal of sanitary sewage. Any such privy, cesspool, 
septic tank or other device constructed or used in violation hereof is hereby declared to be a 
nuisance which shall be abated as provided by law. In addition, any such construction or use 
shall be reported to the proper law enforcement authorities for prosecution under any other 
applicable law of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

§ 183-16. Fees and permits. 

No connection shall be made to any sanitary sewer except upon payment of the prescribed 
connection fee and upon permit issued pursuant to rules and regulations regarding 
connections. 

§ 183-17. Enforcement of connections. 

If any person required by § t 83-14 hereof to make a connection to a sanitary sewer fails to do 
so within 60 days after the notice referred to in § t 83-13 hereof has been served upon him, 
the Authority shall report such failure to the Board of Township Supervisors. who may 
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§ 183-17 SEWERS § 183-21 

proceed as permitted by law to enter upon the property, make such connection and collect the 
cost thereof by municipal lien or otherwise. 

§ 183-18. Distance limitation. 

Notwithstanding any other provision hereof, no occupied building on any property accessible 
to a public sanitary sewer shall be required to be connected to a public sanitary sewer if the 
distance between such part of such occupied building as is nearest to the public sanitary sewer 
in question and such public sanitary sewer shall exceed 150 feet, unless the Board of 
Township Supervisors shall first find that the connection of the specific occupied building is 
necessary for the health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the Township. For the 
purpose of determining the distance referred to in this section, "public sanitary sewer" shall 
include any curb lateral extending from a water main to a property or curbline. 

§ 183-19. Violations and penalties. 2 

Any person violating any provision of this article shall be served, either by personal service or 
by registered mail, with written notice stating the nature of the violation and prescribing a 
reasonable time limit for the correction thereof. Any person continuing such a violation 
beyond such time limit shall, upon conviction in a summary proceeding brought before a 
Magisterial District Judge under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, be guilty of a 
summary offense and shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $200 nor more than 
$1,000, plus costs of prosecution. In default of payment thereof, the defendant may be 
sentenced to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days. Each separate building or 
dwelling unit in respect of which a violation occurs and each ninety-day period during which 
a violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

§ 183-20. Purpose. 

ARTICLE Ill 
Holding Tanks 

[Adopted 7-10-1978 by Ord. No. 1-1978] 

The purpose of this article is to establish procedures for the use and maintenance of holding 
tanks designed to receive and retain sewage, whether from residential or commercial uses, and 
it is hereby declared that the enactment of this article is necessary for the protection, benefit 
and preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the Township of 
Fairview. 

§ 183-21. Definitions. 

Unless the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of the terms used 
in this article shall be as follows: 

AUTHORITY - Supervisors of the Township of Fairview. Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 

2. Editor's Note: Amended al time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions., Art. I). 
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§ l83-2] FAIRVIEW CODE § l83-24 

HOLDING TANK - A watertight receptacle which receives and retains sewage and is 
designed and constructed to facilitate ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site. Holding 
tanks include but are not limited to the following: 

A. CHEMICAL TOILET - A toilet using chemicals that discharge to a holding tank. 

B. RETENTION TANK - A holding tank where sewage is conveyed to it by a 
water-carrying system. 

C. VAULT PIT PRIVY - A holding tank designed to receive sewage where water under 
pressure is not available. 

IMPROVED PROPERTY - Any property within the Township upon which there is erected 
a structure intended for continuous or periodic habitation, occupancy or use by human beings 
or animals and from which structure sewage shall or may be discharged. 

MUNICIPALITY - Township of Fairview, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 

OWNER - Any person vested with ownership, legal or equitable, sole or partial, of any 
property located in the Township. 

PERSON - Any individual, partnership, company, association, corporation or other group or 
entity. 

SEW AGE - Any substance that contains any of the waste products or excrement or other 
discharge from the bodies of human beings or animals and any noxious or deleterious 
substance being harmful or inimical to the public health, or to animal or aquatic life or to the 
use of water for domestic water supply or for recreation. 

§ 183-22. Rights and privileges granted. 

The Authority is hereby authorized and empowered to undertake within the Township the 
control and methods of holding tank sewage disposal and the collection and transportation 
thereof. 

§ 183-23. Enactment of rules and regulations. 

The Authority is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt such rules and regulations 
concerning sewage which it may deem necessary from time to time to effect the purposes 
herein. Furthermore, these said rules and regulations concerning sewage may be amended 
from time to time by a duly and properly enacted resolution of the Board of Supervisors of 
the Township of Fairview as deemed advisable by the Township Board of Supervisors. 

§ 183-24. Rules and regulations to be in conformity with applicable law. 

All such rules and regulations adopted by the Authority shall be in conformity with the 
provisions herein, all other ordinances of the Township, and all applicable laws and applicable 
rules and regulations of administrative agencies of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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§ 183-25 SEWERS § 183-29 

§ 183-25. Rates and charges. 

The Authority shall have the right and power to fix. alter, charge and collect rates, 
assessments and other charges in the area served by its facilities at reasonable and uniform 
rates as authorized by applicable law. Furthennore. the said Authority shall have the right to 
amend and change the power to fix, alter, charge and collect rates, assessments and other 
charges by a duly and properly authorized resolution of the Township. 

§ 183-26. Exclusiveness of rights and privileges. 

The collection and transportation of all sewage from any improved property utilizing a 
holding tank shall be done solely by or under the direction and control of the Authority, and 
the disposal thereof shall be made only at such site or sites as may be approved by the 
Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

§ 183-27. Duties of property owner. 

The owner of an improved property that utilizes a holding tank shall: 

A. Maintain the holding tank in conformance with this article or any ordinance of this 
Township, the provisions of any applicable law, and the rules and regulations of the 
Authority and any administrative agency of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

B. Permit only the Authority or its agent to collect, transport and dispose of the contents 
therein. 

§ 183-28. Violations and penalties •. , 

Any person who violates any provisions of § 183-27 shall, upon conv1ct10n in a summary 
proceeding brought before a Magisterial District Judge under the Pennsylvania Rules of 
Criminal Procedure, be guilty of a summary offense and shall be punishable by a fine of not 
less than $200 nor more than $1,000, plus costs of prosecution. In default of payment thereof, 
the defendant may be sentenced to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 90 days. Each day 
or portion thereof that such violation continues or is permitted to continue shall constitute a 
separate offense, and each section of this article that is violated shall also constitute a separate 
offense. 

§ 183-29. Abatement of nuisances. 

In addition to any other remedies provided in this article, any violation of § 183-27 above 
shall constitute a nuisance and shall be abated by the municipality or the Authority by either 
seeking appropriate equitable or legal relief from a court of competent jurisdiction. 

3. Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. I, General Provisions, Art. I). 
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